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1 Oh What A Shambles

1.1 Introduction

Following the demise of New Frontiers, John Catton’s excellent Oh What A Shambles stepped into the breach and became City’s number one fanzine.  New Frontiers was asked to contribute and here is part of what we submitted, I’d like to say its the best of Oh What A Shambles, but I’m more than a bit biased.  Read on, the best bit is towards the end.

1.2  And More

Just in case you’ve not seen much televised footy this year (1998), and not read the papers, here’s some of what you’ve missed.

· "The World Cup, a truly international event". John Motson
· "All the Brazilian supporters are wearing yellow shirts, its a fabulous kaleidoscope of colour". John Motson
· "Platt, singularly in 2 minds". John Motson
· "Peter Reid is hobbling, I've got a feeling that will slow him down". John Motson
· "The game is balanced in Arsenal's favour". John Motson
· "That's an old Ipswich move, O'Callaghan crossing for Mariner to drive over the bar". John Motson
Brian McGregor won £3,826 billion, for a £1 stake, on William Hills when he correctly forecast the scores of all 61 games on the coupon. The winning are 10 times Britain's gross domestic product and 5 times what the Inland Revenue expects to collect in a year. When he went to collect his winnings, he found the police waiting. He was found guilty of forgery with intent to deceive. Hills have a limit of £500,000 on winnings.

In March 1993, the Stalybridge team turned down a chance to fly to their game at Yeovil when it was discovered that one of their directors would be the pilot.

1.3  Are You City’s Number One fan?

Try this quiz to find out if you're City's number 1 fan.

Section 1 Relating to City and the 1995/6 season.

1) Score one point for each home game and 2 points for each away game you saw.

2) Score 5 points if you went to Dublin for the pre season tour (and an extra bonus of 10 points if you played on Shelbourne's ground during City’s previous Irish tour).

3) Score one point for each time you went into the club shop. Lose 2 points per visit when you didn't buy anything. Score no more than 25 points and lose no more than 50 points.

4) Score 2 points for each copy of Win, Lose Or Draw you bought and 5 bonus points if you subscribed or contributed.

5) Score 5 points for each trip to Selby for a friendly game.

6) Score 6 points if you saw the intermediates or reserves play. Score an extra 10 if you paid cash on the turnstile for the privilege.

7) Lose 5 points if you missed a City home game to watch sport on TV. Lose 10 points if it was rugby union, darts or synchronised swimming.

8) Score 3 points for every time you were absent from work or college so that you could attend a game.

Section 2 Losers, in this section, lose...

1) 10 points if you've ever missed a City game to go shopping.

2) 10 points if you thought John Woodward was a good player. Gain 0.1 points if you thought he was awful.

3) 10 points for supporting any other team (except York City Reserves). Make it 20 points if they are in The Premier League and 50 points if Manchester United.

4) 10 points for every time you’ve fallen asleep at a City game.

5) 10 points if you've ever refused an all expenses paid trip to an away game. Make it 30 if it was Bury.

6) 25 points if you think you're City's "Number One" fan.

7) One point if you think Douglas Craig should resign.

Section 3  More losers, now, score …

1) 2 points for every season you've supported City. Maximum score 80 points.

2) 5 points for each City replica shirt you've got. Lose 20 points if you're still wearing a "Flamingoland" shirt (and buy a good deodorant).

3) 5 points if you remember which former City player was nicknamed "Jennifer". Lose 2 if you thought he was good.

4) 5 points if you buy a 50/50 ticket, score 10 points if you’ve ever been one or 2 out. Lose 10 points if you don't buy 50/50 tickets but do buy national lottery ticket.

5) one point for every different Football League ground you've seen City play on. 3 bonus points for each of Park Avenue (Bradford), The Old Show Ground, Somerton Park or Eastville.

6) 12 points if your insurance company makes you take out a special policy to cover your City programme collection.

7) One point for each member of the intermediate side that you can name.

8) 5 points if you're delighted with that cuddly bear dressed in City colours that your aunt bought you last Christmas.

9) 15 points if you bought something out of the "Shippo" range for someone last Christmas. A bonus 10 points if that someone was yourself.

10) 2 points if you spent your 18th or 21st birthdays at an away ground on a cold Tuesday night in February. Double points if you got lost that night.

11) One point for every £1 on your last phone bill that was down to calling City's "Chatline".

12) 5 points if your only trip to Wembley was on 29 May 1993.

13) 20 points if you think Douglas Craig is King.

14) 20 points if you know where Mick Gadsby lives, know Chris Jones’ occupation, wear glasses and own a blue anorak.

Section 4  Finally

1) If you think City will be Division 2 champions this season score 24 points, and score points down to one if you think they will finish bottom.

2) Are you a City Travel Club, City 88 or Supporters Club member. Score 2 if you belong to one, 5 if its 2 or 10 if you belong to all 3.

3) Remember that away game when your car / bus / train broke down on the way home. Score 2 points for each hour you were late home. Count 2 trips only.

Section 5  The Final Whistle how did you do?1

Over 320  BEEN THERE, DONE THAT. There's not much we can tell you about City. You'd probably bore us to death though. So confident of success, you pencil (no ink) in City’s appearance in the FA Cup Final, not the Play Offs into your diary every year.

201-319  MY KIND OF GUY. You like the normal things in life. Perhaps you should consider a season ticket to get the most out of your club. But you should think nice thoughts about Alan Little and Douglas Craig.

121-200  “JIMMY SEAL IS GOD” No, not those kind of thoughts. You’re a child of the 60s who has seen better days. You manage to keep the faith (when it suits you) but wouldn’t mind if City were on the telly a bit more. The days of consulting the fixture list before booking holidays have long since gone.

61-120  COULD DO BETTER You seem to have other things to do. I could always sell you The York City Quiz Book. Oh, and keep the last weekend in May free, its play off weekend. Or perhaps you're only 6 years old

Under 60  SATELLITE ADDICT What got you out of your armchair? Your team’s on Sky Sports again.

1.4 Computer Soccer – Championship Manager 2 And More

I recently got my PC memory upgraded, I’ve now got a Pentium (586) P90 with 24mb of memory. It gave me the chance to unwrap and review (not play!) Domark’s Championship Manager 2.

In June 1995 I was asked to give my ratings of all City’s players, for my troubles I received a complimentary copy of the game when it was launched late in 1995.

It was easy to install having got the right PC (see below). Choosing York City to manage, the game started at August 1, 1995. I think that was the day Jon McCarthy joined Port Vale, he wasn’t in City’s squad, but Paul Stephenson and Rob Matthews were. Both joined City after August 1.

You play the game by taking actions and moving forward through time. Some of my first actions were to sign Mike Duberry, Lee Bowyer and Muzzy Isset for City on free transfers right at the start. If you remember back to the start of last season, they were all juniors still to break into regular first team football. I was also able to sign Leo Fortune West, Paul Shaw and Adrian Heath on free transfers. With such surfeit of talent, I accepted a £230,000 bid from Leicester for Steve Bushell.

Your first match comes up, you select your team and formation and away you go. Throughout match, and indeed the whole game, you are able to call up a vast array of statistical information. I note Paul Barnes is playing at 75% of fitness, so I bring on Paul Shaw. The opposition right back is sent off, I push Wayne Hall further forward to support Stephenson.

Like real life, I managed to have City tailed off at the bottom of the division after 5 games. Somehow, I also managed to lose to Plymouth in The Coke Cup. Every time, I reached the end of a month, I got an irritating message “The Chairman is pleased with your performance, the club has made a profit this month”.

Each match is accompanied by a sound commentary, shots of the actual stadium and on screen statistics.

When I rated City’s players I wasn’t aware of the skills and strengths of some of the inters who’d signed pro that summer, so don’t be surprised if some of their skill and ability ratings aren’t all that accurate. Really, all the player ratings are the opinions of the people who did the ratings. Its all down to personal opinion, you’ve got to study the statistics and not rely on your own knowledge to get the best results out of the game. 

Criticisms?

· The game has a minimum requirement for a 486 with 8mb of memory. I couldn’t load it when I had only 8mb of memory on my 586.

· Being an impatient sort of person, I found actually playing matches to be quite slow. By switching off the sound, I was able to play matches just about quick enough to keep me interested.

· In my role as manager, I couldn’t get my chairman to suddenly have a change of policy and go mad in the transfer market and pay over the top transfer fees and wages to get stars to join City.

· Too many high scoring games, like 7-1 and 8-3 to be truly realistic.

The last time I looked, the recommended price was over £30, I’ve also seen it advertised at under £10 in a PC software advert where you buy several items at a low price and commit to buy more at the regular price in the future. If you want to spend hours in front of your PC, then pay £30, otherwise I don’t think its value for money.

I also tested Sierra’s Ultimate Soccer Manager 2 recently. A demo version was included on a CD on one of December’s mags. The ideas were similar to those of Domark’s CM2. However, there was much more information to digest and act upon. If I’d had the full version, I think I would have preferred it.

Recently, FIFA 97 has gone a stage further. Leagues from all over the world are included. So if you fancy managing an African team or bringing the best Asian players to Bootham Crescent then this is the game for you.

Increasingly, the games are getting more complicated with more information to digest, but equally, this does aid realism, as do many of the match commentaries which are provided by some of your TV favourites. I could easily spend a couple of hours playing any of these game, but would get bored playing them for much longer.

1.5 Bits & Pieces

What do you make of City’s decision to sell Adrian Randall. Our early season star, he’s been unable to reclaim his place since the birth of his first child. Perhaps City should have been a bit firmer and insisted he live in York. Hopefully such a move would he provided him with a more settled environment, and one in which the management were able to exercise more control. If the rumours that abounded in the spring were true, than perhaps he needed a firmer hand. Whatever, it seems to have been with rather indecent haste that City accepted Bury’s cut price offer for our record signing and one of our star players. With Pepper’s suspension followed by the heavy Christmas programme, we might have been better advised to wait until the new year until the new year before succumbing to the player’s own personal wish to leave.

Nor does it bode to well for Alan Little’s judgement. Our (and his) 2 record signings have both been sold on within a year.

At the time of writing, we’re still waiting for a decision on the national stadium. It seems Wembley is the favourite. I can’t really see how turning it round 90 degrees and revamping the tube station will make it a fit home for our national stadium. It won’t do anything to solve the chronic congestion which regularly occurs, nor will it improve the rundown nature of some of the surrounding area and neither will a few thousand extra seats provide enough capacity for a successful England team or cater for the demand for cup final tickets. With so much lottery money sloshing around, now would be an ideal opportunity to build a 120,000 plus double decker stadium. Plonk it anywhere in the country, but make sure its got good transport access, and we’d have a stadium fit for the next century. A more modest Wembley facelift would provide London with a stadium fit to spearhead any bid to bring the World Cup or the Olympics to Britain.

Why all the fuss about the new England kit. We all expect a new one on a regular basis. So it strikes me as a bit dumb to launch it in February, just after Christmas and the peak sales season. And even dumber to announce it 6 weeks before Christmas, I bet many requests for the shirt as Xmas presents were cancelled when news of the new shirt became known.

Looking at the division’s top goal scorers you might think City had a potent strike force. Not true. Tolson scores the goals, but to me, never poses anything like the threat of a Barnes, Walwyn, Byrne or Aimson. Answers on a postcard if you know the secret of his success. As for his striking partner, Gary Bull, despite his good work, he’s not scored the goals for City that he did earlier in his career. Any side chasing promotion should have 2 strikers who will both score 15 - 25 goals a season, a winger and midfield player who’ll get double figures, some more front 6 players who’ll score between 5 and 8 and a couple of defenders who’ll chip in with 4 or 5 goals. That’s about 90 goals. Will we do it? I don’t think so as only Tolson and Pepper fit the bill. As for our defence, no goals to date.

I’ve recently read April’s issue of “The Heathen”, a Birmingham fanzine. The were raving about Paul Barnes and had him down to lead the club’s attack this season into The Premiership. That issue had an interview with David Sullivan who said Gary Bull had been given £10,000 to leave the club and join us at City. Meanwhile, Neil Tolson got a warm send off from Bradford City’s “City Gent”. At the start of the season, they were suggesting that he could be this season’s Division 2 top scorer. If he keeps scoring goals like he did at Gillingham, I think they may be right!

Incidentally, I’ve found the reason for Birmingham having so many players. They have a clothes catalogue. About twice a year, they bring out a new addition. Many of the players model the clothes. Paul Barnes featured on several pages, more so than most of the players. Somehow, Burnley got it wrong. They were supposed to buy the clothes, not the players!

Manchester United Whinge. Did you notice their fans before they went to Rapid Vienna for their decisive game. They were starting to bleat that Juventus might not try against Fenerbahce and how it was unfair on United, I didn’t hear them bleat before they played Juventus, only afterwards. A good performance in Vienna stopped any further bleating.

What did you think of United a week earlier. They were bleating about having 8 regulars injured and resting another 4 regulars for their Coke Cup game at Leicester. Maybe that’s the secret of their success, they have 12 regulars!. Miraculously, they all seemed to have recovered within a week for the home league game with Leicester and the Vienna game. Personally, I think Ferguson should have tried harder to win the Coke game. You could have argued victory, and with it a quarter final place, represented their best route back into Europe next season. At the time of the Coke game, both United’s European and Premiership aspirations were fading by the minute.

The real reason for the non appearance of New Frontiers since May 1995 can now be revealed. The New Frontiers investigators have been staking out an ordinary, very ordinary, house just off Boroughbridge Road trying to ascertain the true identify of “J Wynn” who won a minor prize in The Supporter’s Club raffle. We thought he was maybe a Council Tax dodger. Investigations revealed neither of the middle aged couple fitted the description. A closer inspection showed “J Wynn” to be either Joey The Budgie, or Jimmy The Skunk. If you can provide further details please contact the address on page 41.

The investigations team next assignment is to find out why away fans, but not home fans, can get mushy peas at Bootham Crescent. Bring back the tunnel I say.

It was good to see Dickie (Ed – not his real name as I’m sure no one what admit to travelling half way around the world to go to Brentford), City’s life long fan from New Zealand recently. Can you match his record? He’s never seen City win on his travels (Ed – yes many can claim that), come to that, he’s never seen City score Ed – and that as well), that is until the Brentford game. He was made up as City took an early lead and looked set for all points with only 10 minutes to go. Never mind, he enjoyed only his third trip to England in over 27 years of supporting City and went home happy, with firm plans to form the New Zealand City supporter’s branch (Ed – its fans like Dickie that City need, whatever happened to him perhaps I should ask for news via Arthur).
Also at the Brentford game, I realised why Oh What A Shambles has succeeded where New Frontiers failed. A little skinhead approached me, “Oh, wanna buy Oh What A Shambles”, note no question mark, it wasn’t really a question, “No”, I replied, “Why Not”, he asked. I quickly changed his mind. I saw one person walk away clutching 3 copies, someone else their knee. What a sales technique. I’m not sure what the 2 young ladies he took under his wing meant when one said to the other, “They aren’t half big these York supporters”.

Good to see a former New Frontiers subscriber, Michael Swales, finish runner up in the quiz in the last issue of OWAS. Hard luck, better luck next time.

Can I give a word of thanks to Alastair “Eurostar”, John “OWAS” and Mr Simon “Rumble Strip” for their efforts in getting The London Branch off the ground and their resourcefulness in organising trips and tickets for the Coca Cola Cup. Tales of warning lights when the coach touched 53 mph and parking in Stanley Park are already legendary.

Our recent centre half injury crisis got me thinking. What is our best centre half partnership. Barras & Atkin, Sharples & Tutill or the youngsters Osborne & Reed. With our injury crisis, you could call on Peps and by now we’ve maybe got someone else in on loan. Choose any 2 from 8. Almost more permutations than the National Lottery but a fraction of the value and no guarantee of success. Go back to MacPhail and Sbragia for our last decent partnership, but please fast forward over McAughtrie and Greenough!

One of the perks of being a fanzine editor is you receive tons of free fanzines. Still the one of best is Darlington’s Mission Impossible. (£1) They signed striker Darren Roberts from Chesterfield on a free (but with a £20,000 signing on fee) in the summer. Some supporters then launched a £50,000 appeal to find a partner. As you know they got Glenn Naylor, what about the money I ask.

Another decent fanzine is What’s The Story, England’s Glory! (50p). Put to together by a bunch of Southend fans, its dedicated to England and well worth a read.

Mission Impossible:  PO Box 232, Darlington, DL3 7HP

What’s The Story .. 9 Ness Rd, Shoeburyness, Essex, SS3 9DE.

1.6 NEWISH FRONTIERS

While I was very sorry about the most untimely death of Matthew Harding, I can’t help but feel hacked off about the media coverage and reaction to his death. My main gripe being the one minute’s silence our footballing authorities asked clubs to observe on the weekend following his death. Its not as though he’d dedicated a lifetime to the general good of football. His involvement was as a life long Chelsea supporter and 3 years as a Chelsea director, admittedly, one who pumped much money into the club. Do you think that all clubs should observe a minute’s silence every time a director passes away? Who has done more for football as a whole. Matthew Harding, Douglas Craig, Michael Sinclair before him, or even Barry Swallow?

Tell me, how would you feel about observing a minute’s silence the next time a Torquay director dies, or even Torquay’s number one loyal supporter? It’s certainly appropriate for Chelsea to observe a minute’s silence, but maybe not for football as a whole.

As a closet Chelsea fan, I feel sad at the loss of Matthew and hope the changes he brought about restore Chelsea to glory days when Matthew’s (and my) boyhood heroes, Peter Osgood and Charlie Cooke were the darlings of The Shed.

1.7 Premiership Whinge #1: Fergie’s Failings
What do you think about Alex Ferguson’s recent outburst. Bringing forward United’s game with Liverpool and then complaining about going to Newcastle with a European game sandwiched in between.

Why should we play 2 big games so close to the European tie they pleaded. Can you imagine United being allowed to pick their fixtures. Leicester this week, Newcastle next week as Shearer is injured, Coventry the week after as 2 defenders are suspended, Sunderland who were on Sky TV two days ago, then West Ham who are going through a bad patch, then Spurs who just sold their star man, then Arsenal who’ve just hard 2 hard games in 4 days. Just to make sure of success they would find an excuse to get Southampton relegated to avoid any more embarrassing defeats at The Dell. Having organised their own fixture list, expect them to do an Estonia and not turn up once or twice when they didn’t fancy a game.

As you will recall from earlier this season, Fergie has already made one attempt at rewriting the rule book when he unsuccessfully tried to get the ref at the Everton game to play more injury time, perhaps until United score the winner?

I always thought we had the toughest league in the world. Ferguson seems too think its too tough for his boys. They’ve already had one benefit this season by being exempt from The Coke Cup until Round 3. They didn’t really want to play poxy little teams like York who might embarrass them.

If they’re really concerned, they should vote to reduce the Premiership to 16 clubs. That would mean 8 less fixtures a season and no need for 2 games every week.

1.8  Premiership Whinge #2: Sky 
While on the subject of the big boys wanting their own way, I mustn’t forget SkyTV.  Remember last year when they signed their deal to show The Coke Cup live, they stated that it was a marvellous opportunity to show the game’s involving potential giant killers and they said how they could have shown City’s 2nd leg tie with Manchester United.

Well, what do we get this year. Blackpool v Chelsea was the only concession to possible giant killers. It was followed by Birmingham v Coventry, a game of interest only if you came from the Midlands.

Why couldn’t it have been City v Everton or Manchester City v Lincoln. With John Beck in charge, Sky have a ready made angle for the match. Two 2nd leg games with potential giant killers in the making.

What about Round 3? Leeds v Villa. One of a very few all Premiership ties. What was wrong with following the progress of either City (v Leicester) or Lincoln (at Southampton) or going for Gillingham v Coventry.

The Lincoln v Southampton replay would have been a good choice, but no, and now we’ve got the North East Derby live in Round 4.

The Coke Cup would have been an ideal opportunity to distribute a few television match fees around the lesser clubs. Good idea or what?
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