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Re-created from the original, without the formatting and pics.  It  was cutting  edge at the time!

1 Editorial

1.1 Slow Start
We didn't get off to the anticipated start, but, things have picked up a little since. We thought that teams like Crewe, Bristol Rovers and Brighton might be amongst the pacesetters. They all beat City, but really, we could have beaten all 3.

The transfer of Ian Blackstone took a lot of people by surprise. On reflection, it was probably the best thing for both player and club. Ian's contract expired at the end of this season, we could have been looking at a free transfer next May. By selling him, we got a £15,000 fee and it gives Glenn Naylor or Steve Cooper a chance to firmly establish themselves as first choice. If neither does, then we have £15,000 to put towards a new striker.

The Shrewsbury game saw them both have a chance to stake their claim. Whilst Steve Cooper wasn't his usual self in the air, he provided excellent crosses for the first 2 goals. When Glenn Naylor came on, his endeavours set up the final goal which he finished himself with an excellent near post header.

The first few games showed how much we missed Ian Blackstone. As a substitute, we had the option of using him either as a winger or a central striker. Tony Canham has not been at his best this season, I wonder if it has anything to do with not having an experienced pro breathing down his neck, waiting to step into his boots. Certainly, Tony's recent best form has been when he has had someone else challenging for his place in the side. 

We used to give Gary Swann some stick, but the midfield hasn't functioned as well without him. Let's hope that both Ian and Gary can, and I find this hard to say, bring success to Scarborough.

1.2 A Squad Of Centre Backs
With the departure of Ian and Gary, the 20 man squad suddenly feels lightweight. We have few options in midfield and attack, just plenty of centre backs.

In the back 4, we can perm any 4 from 9. Some such as Atkin, Barras and Barratt can really play anywhere across the back four, we have 6 players on the books who can play centre back. With the recent injury to Steve Bushell, its been a case of one of Cooper and Naylor with the only the promise of Murty to fall back on. Let's hope we don't suffer an injury crisis.

1.3 Ricky Sbragia
Steve Bushell's injury has given Scott Jordan an opportunity to establish himself in the side. He's not let anyone down.

I'm sure that the success of Scott and Steve must have pleased Ricky Sbragia. They have graduated from his youth team. Their successors in the youth team are setting the Northern Intermediate League alight this season.

It was very pleasing to see Ricky turn down Sunderland's recent approach, preferring to stay with City and see his work come to fruition. It would be wonderful if his young charges could win a trophy this season as their thank you to Ricky. I'm sure many people (players, you and me as well) would jump at the opportunity to chance jobs for what was reported to be a £10,000 a year pay rise. Not Ricky, after 11 years with City, and just months after signing a new contract, he was prepared to stay and honour his contract. Wouldn't it be nice if the club could show its further appreciation of Ricky.

I've got my own reasons for being pleased that Ricky decided to stay. He buys every issue of New Frontiers. At every game, Ricky, whether driving into the ground with his family or helping the Inters unload their kit after a game, will always find the time to say hello.

1.4 The In Crowd
Probably the most disappointing aspects of the season has been the low crowds. OK, so we only got one point from our first 4 games. But we're struggling to get crowds much above 3,000, which I'm sure must be well below our break even figure. Regularly, City's home crowd is amongst the lowest in the division. Its hardly the basis from which we can hope to attract Division One quality players. Indeed, if any Division One club came along, we may be forced to sell to balance the books.

I don't know how we can increase the size of the crowd. Answers on a postcard to Douglas Craig please. Indeed, it seems rather odd that with the number of season ticket holders at record levels, the size of the crowd remains frustratingly small. Season ticket holders make up about one third of the crowd.
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2 Bootham Beer On The Road

It's hard to say which has been worse, City's start to the season or some of the pubs visited en route. Burnley was approached from a different direction due to the rail strike (same result though). We stopped in a couple of disappointing pubs in Brierfield. 'The Wigglesworth' was interesting, a pub for the vertically challenged, maybe Adrian Heath's local? Post-match beer was better. Albert Tatlock gave us directions for 'The Admiral Lord Rodney' in Colne. Beer was £1 a pint and the table football and jukebox were free. The snag? It was closing time.

Bristol/Bath was poor, an insipid collection of beers. The pub food looked more interesting, but one member of our party wouldn't have any because it 'sounded foreign'. Bournemouth, as exclusively predicted, does not have any pubs. Ok, that's a bit of an exaggeration, but they are certainly few and far between. We eventually found one near Dean Court. The beer was drinkable, unfortunately, the pub was full of Morris Dancers. Sir Thomas Beecham once said that 'A man should try anything except incest and Morris Dancing'. All I can say is that I hope these gents had more success with their sisters than they did with their choreography! Didn't go to Brighton incidentally - no trains.

So what's next? Rotherham (Oct 15). There is now a Tut n' Shive here(Wellgate), an imitation Tap n' Spile - very Whitbread, but probably the best in this beauty spot. Head for Sheffield!

Next head for Wycombe (Oct 29). My personal nightmare as I used to live in the place. Its a definite Room 101 job, especially if we don't win. For the casual visitor it is probably bearable for one afternoon, which should be spent:

· at the Rose and Crown in Desborough Road (I am assured that its no longer the local drugs emporium and seems to have a decent range of  beers). I would supply a list of pubs to avoid but it would fill the rest of this issue.

· Getting to the ground - it is half way to Oxford.

· Laughing at Wycombe fans who are either band-wagon jumpers or, even worse, the type who spend hours complaining about the ref against Enfield in 1982 etc etc.

Finally, Hull (Nov 1). Lots of good pubs, all miles from Boothferry Park (perhaps a good thing). Bay Horse (Wincolmlee) excellent Batemans pub, Olde Black Boy in the old High St, Duke of Wellington near the university, plus others. The John Smith's pubs are OK, a lot of them do Hull Brewery Mild. Essential.

So a couple of Yorkshire derbies, but I don't care if we lose, as long as we beat W*@#*%* Wanderers! 
Roger Dawson
3 
So Far, So ...
Aug 11 Blackstone £15,000 and Swann (free) join Scarborough. YEP reveals City paid £2,500 for Blackie plus 10% of any future transfer fee. Aug 13 YC 1 Crewe 2 Both sides had chances to win, a case of "Super Cooper" as he plays well, under par Barnes definitely not happy when substituted. Aug 16 Burnley 1 YC 0 Stan dropped, City play well, Tutill MOM again in gritty defensive display. Aug 20 Bristol R 3 YC 1 City concede all goals at set pieces. YEP announce City had sold a record 930 season tickets and are awaiting more from the printers. Aug 22 Eliot Martin, freed by Gillingham, on trial at left back for the reserves at Leicester. Roving report Phil Wormley says, "City's reserves were badly outplayed. The 4-0 scoreline was justifiable. Having said that, Leicester included many experienced players against a York team who could only really boast Paul Atkin and, possibly, Glenn Naylor as first teamers. Neil Campbell impressed the most, he was full of running and showed some neat touches around the 18 yard box alongside Naylor. Elliott Simpson looked very comfortable on the ball and could make the step up if required". Aug 23 YC 2 Burnley 2 Little almost recalls Stan to plug defensive holes, Little criticises ref for continually penalising Cooper for "not jumping properly". Aug 27 YC 1 Cardiff 1 More "Super Cooper", Barnes guilty of bad early misses as City threaten to repeat last season's 5-0 win. Inters top league having won all 3 games. Aug 31 Brighton 1 YC 0 Neither team look likely to score until Gulls win penalty. Barnes shot goal bound when Peps tries to make sure, stumbles and miskicks the ball. Sept 3 Bournemouth 1 YC 4 Hall and Bushell dropped. Home keeper presents City with 2 gift wrapped goals. Sept 6 Ricky Sbragia turns down £10,000 a year pay rise to be Sunderland's Youth Coach on 2 year contract. He's on 3 year contract at BC. "Its taken me 5 years to achieve what I have and I'm only now seeing the results", he said. Paul Wrattan, ex Hartlepool midfielder (57 games) and Manchester United (2 games) impresses so much in midfield for the reseves that he's offered one month trial.  Sept 10 YC 3 Shrewsbury 0 "Super Cooper" turns "Pooper Cooper", he hardly wins a ball in the air but redeems reputation by providing crosses which lead to the first 2 goals. Much laughter and merriment.  Sept 13 Youngster Elliott Simpson made his first team debut in place of the injured Wayne Hall. Sept 20 YEP reports Bradford City have offered 
325,000 for Jon McCarthy. Denied by both clubs  Sept 24 Swans 0 YC 0 We should have won Sept 29 Bushell spends the day at Lilleshall in an attempt to get to the bottom of his groin injury. Late in the day, Steve Cooper joins Airdrie for 
60,000. Rumour has it on 
900 per week plus car plus house Sept 30 City sign (too late to play against Stockport) 31 year old Paul Baker (Gillingham, ex Hartlepool & Motherwell striker) for nominal fee Oct 1 YC 2 Stockport 4 Outplayed by good footballing side. MOM: Shippo The Lion for his half time antics. YEP report that City expect to sign young Burnley striker Graham Lancashire for a near 
50,000 fee early next week. His pedigree looks promising 8 goals in 30 appearances at Burnley plus 7 goals in 11 games on loan to Chester last season. Also an experienced full back has been targeted Oct 3 Expect a statement from City regarding Ricky Sbragia's future. Apparently City put a price on his head when Sunderland came back with an improved offer. I don't think Ricky has been too happy with the way events have been conducted. Stop Press: Ricky stays / goes.

4 City  Keepers: Farmery To Kiely

Continuing our look back at City's goalkeepers over the years. We resume at 1970. In the back four were Barry Swallow, Chris Topping, Phil Burrows and John Mackin. Soon we had a new goalkeeper, and some might argue, with justification, the best defence in York City's history.
The 1970/1 season saw City promoted to Division 3. A solid defence, with a young Ron Hillyard establishing himself in goal in preference to Gordon Morritt was had started the season as the first choice keeper. City kept 17 clean sheets that season and equalled a club record by conceding only 14 home league goals.

Promotion saw City struggle in a higher division. Ron Hillyard who had looked so confident in Division 4 looked vulnerable in Division 3, his blunders costing City valuable points. Graeme Crawford was signed on loan from Sheffield United. Eventually he was to join City on a free transfer. He quickly established himself as a firm favourite with his tremendous performances. I think it is fair to say that if any one player saved City from relegation in 1972 and, again in 1973, it was Crawford. City avoided relegation only on goal average in both years.

Astute signings saw City in promotion race in the 1973-4 season. A place in the old Division 2 beckoned. Early season performances were marked by a remarkable run when City went 11 league games without conceding a goal, a feat that equalled a long standing Football League record. After Aldershot scored at Bootham Crescent on September 29, Graeme Crawford kept his goal intact for 1,039 minutes of league football. Ironically, it was Aldershot who brought the sequence to an end in the return game on December 22. The defence of Barry Swallow, Chris Topping, Phil Burrows and John Stone stood firm. When they were breached, Crawford proved a mountain in goal. That season also saw Crawford become something of an expert at saving penalties. Promotion was gained due largely to a solid defence. On only 10 occasions did City score 3 or more goals in a game. On 19 occasions did City keep a clean sheet. Facts and figures tell one story, sometimes pictures can tell another. But not this time. City featured twice on national TV. In April, on Match Of The Day we featured in a goalless draw at Hereford. Hereford dominated the game, but Crawford stood firm as City sneaked a 0-0 draw. The other time when national exposure beckoned was when over 16,000 turned up at Brighton's Goldstone Ground for Brian Clough's first game as their manager. Again, Crawford spoiled the home side's day as he kept a clean sheet in a 0-0 draw.

If Graeme Crawford had been the one player to have saved City from relegation in each of the previous 2 seasons, then it is also fair to say that it was he who contributed more than anyone else to promotion. Indeed, as the season ended, in certain parts of York, disappointment was felt when he was overlooked for Scotland's 1974 World Cup squad.

Phil Burrows became the inaugural "Billy Fenton Memorial Clubman Of The Year" in 1974. A fitting reward for 8 loyal seasons from a dedicated and skilful player, but Graeme Crawford ran him close for the award.

Promotion to Division 2 saw City play the likes of Manchester United, Aston Villa, Norwich, Sheffield Wednesday, Nottingham Forest and Southampton. In the FA Cup, City played (and drew) at Arsenal. Graeme Crawford was an ever present as City achieved a comfortable mid table position. In the 1975/6 season, City struggled badly and were always in a relegation position, eventually finishing bottom but one, some way adrift of safety. Crawford and Chris Topping were the only 2 players to play in all of those Division 2 games.

Another relegation campaign followed. By this time, Graeme Crawford was becoming shell shocked. He was dropped to make way briefly for Stuart Walker. A young Joe Neenan, a former Manchester United junior and English Catholic Schoolboy international, took over for the last 6 games of the season.

So highly rated was Joe Neenan, that Graeme Crawford was allowed to join Scunthorpe in August 1977. Neenan started the season in goal but was dropped after 10 games. Graham Brown, a much travelled keeper whose last port of call had been Portland Timbers in The States took over and held the position for most of the rest of the season as City had to apply for re-election.

The following season saw Joe Neenan and Graham Brown share the number one jersey. Neenan's early promise was still evident but consistency wasn't his strong point as he was liable to make the occasional costly mistake. Brown started the 1979/80 in goal but had thrice lost his place to Neenan by January. Neenan regaining his place for the game against Newport. The following week, City arranged a swap deal with Scunthorpe. Neenan being swapped for Graeme Crawford who immediately took over in City's goal. He kept his place until injury forced him to miss the last 2 games of the season. Richard Taylor, on loan from Huddersfield, taking over. Incidentally, in the second of those games, Taylor received a piece of advice when Crewe received a penalty. The penalty taker told Taylor which way he was going to shoot, he stuck to his word and beat Taylor to help his side to a 2-0 win. The penalty taker was a certain Bruce Grobbelaar.

Unfortunately, Joe Neenan's career never reached the heights that his potential promised. He later played for Burnley, Peterborough and Scarborough. Graeme Crawford, released by City made a further 70 appearances for Rochdale. On leaving The Football League, he played for various non league sides, including Scarborough, Goole and Rowntree Mackintosh. As a 42 year old, Crawford kept goal for Goole in an FA Cup tie. Later, he was to play local soccer in the York area with many of his former City teammates in a veterans league.

On the pitch, playing for Scunthorpe, Joe Neenan is probably best remembered for when he had the ball in his hands and was faced by an opposing Altrincham forward in an FA Cup tie. His reaction was to knee the forward in the "groin". His actions resulted in a penalty being awarded against him and his dismissal. Off the field, he appeared in a Scunthorpe court alongside Ian Botham after a fracas

Incidentally, Another City keeper to have cause to regret Scunthorpe is Chris Marples. He joined them on loan in February 1992 and was sent off on his debut against Burnley. Some thought him lucky not to have been sent off 4 months earlier when playing for City at Burnley.

City's sad decline was presided over by Charlie Wright, the former Morton, Glasgow Rangers, Workington, Grimsby, Charlton, Bolton and Hong Kong international keeper. Always a bit of a character between the sticks, he usually held a lively conversation with the opposing fans behind his goal. Unfortunately, he couldn't carry his flamboyance into his managerial career. Appointed in November 1977, his abrasiveness often caused problems during his 30 months as the manager at Bootham Crescent. He later returned to Bolton for a spell as manager and also coached on the continent.

City started the 1980/1 season with high hopes. Eddie Blackburn, a £6,000 signing from Hull, impressed in goal as he kept clean sheets in City's first 3 games. Graeme Crawford was allowed to join Rochdale on a free transfer. City's bright start soon petered out. They finished the season bottom of The Football League. In goal, Blackburn usually impressed playing behind a shaky defence. His consistency was rewarded when he was voted "The Billy Fenton Memorial Clubman Of The Year", the first keeper to win the award. He missed just one game when going down ill before the away game at Bournemouth. That day, City blooded their youngest ever goalkeeper (and second youngest ever player), 16 year old Mike Astbury in a 1-1 draw. Blackburn and Astbury kept goal for City during the following season, Astbury showing promising form when he got the chance. However, Blackburn's form again belied City's lowly league position.

The departure of Graeme Crawford was to mark the end of one era at Bootham Crescent. One fine keeper providing the cornerstone to a successful team. Although it didn't seem like it at the time, the signing of another fine keeper was to signal the start of a glorious new era.

In the next issue, we look at the Denis Smith years and onwards to our present custodian Dean Kiely. Still to come in the series, is an assessment of who was City's best ever goalkeeper. Also, in the next issue, we start another series of articles which look at the 1954/5 season, and City's FA Cup campaign which saw City reach the semi final before losing after a replay to Newcastle, the eventual winners.

5 Shed 7 - City Through & Through
Ace reporter R. Sole caught up with hot York band "Shed Seven" before their recent "Top Of The Pops" appearance. Here's what they had to say about themselves and their support for City. 

R. Sole Rick (the lead singer) how do you feel about City's start to the season?

Rick Witter Right pissed off, especially when we got knocked out of the Coke Cup by Burnley. Anfield would of been a great place to do a gig before City's game.

RS Is it true that Morrissey inspired most of your lyrics?

RW Its a load of rubbish, the music papers make up anything. City are the inspiration for most of my songs. For example, "Dolphin", is about Keith Walwyn who arrived at Bootham Crescent and how he let his football impress the crowd, "one day I think you'll sing my praises" goes the song. The lyric of "Speakeasy", "you broke the habit of a lifetime", is Alan Little's thoughts of the usually reliable Steve Tutill's Wembley hand ball. "Cover Girl" is about the bird who sold lottery tickets on the Shippo. I couldn't call it "Lottery Girl".

RS When did you start supporting City?

RW Years ago, when they wore the Y fronted shirts. It was the shirts that really got me down to City. Dead cool, really alternative. I named the band after my early trips to watch City. 7 of us lads used to stand at the corner of the Shippo and the Pop Stand. We considered it to be like Chelsea's "Shed", hence "Shed 7".

RS Look at Kylie over there, singing her latest hit. Do you think City should sign her to play upfront alongside Barnesy?

RW She's dead nippy on her feet, but I don't think she'd hold off the challenges of Division 2 defenders. I'd rather go for someone like Wendy Games (of Transvision Cramp), a regular scorer in the past, and she's out of contract, so City would pick her up cheap.

RS One final question. Will you follow in Wet Wet Wet's footsteps and sponsor City, as they have done with Clydebank.

RW Only if City play in the Y fronts again. They would have the band's name on them, that would be dead cool.

6 A Day Like No Other - January 26, 1985
It was a day of nostalgia if you loved York City, its heroes and legends. Bootham Crescent on January 26, 1985 was the place to be.

I remember everything about the day. How cold it was, how clear it was, how typical of a day in January it was. I woke up to an SOS, not of the Abba variety, but of the Radio York sort. People were being sought to shovel ice and frost off the pitch, and then, wait for it .... to deposit straw and hay on it!

By kick off time, the pitch resembled Pocklington Farm, but nobody cared. The likes of Hay, MacPhail, Ford and Walwyn were to line up against the likes of Lukic, O'Leary, Sansom and Nicholas (Charlie Boy to you). There was an eerie feel around the ground that something quite special was going to happen.

Sure enough, it was. York, especially in the second half, blew Arsenal away. Big Keith in particular coming close, steamrolling through Lukic ... no actually and literally through him. The ensuing lob was cleared by a desperate Arsenal defender, about 3 inches short of the goal line.

Then, the last minute. Everyone seemed to be weighing up their wallets for the inevitable replay at Highbury the following week. Then, suddenly, as I was unwrapping my last Fruit Gum, a strange yet joyful scream yelped out, it seemed to echo through, not only my brain, but simultaneously through everyone's. By the time I had looked up, my young and impressionable eyes caught the referee pointing to the penalty spot.

Momentary silence. Then mass delirium. I was instantly thrown forward into the barrier. I watched in horror as my prized Fruit Gum was catapulted high in the air, it bounced on the cinder track, before disappearing under the straw. Gone forever.

As Keith Houchen placed the ball on the spot, the place went quiet. It could have been The Crucible or The Minster. You could hear 10,000 heartbeats. The tension was unreal. He struck the ball, Lukic instantly went the wrong way. THE PERFECT PENO!

Momentary silence. Then complete pandemonium. There were people everywhere, some on the pitch hugging the players. I was being swept along the terracing, my feet not touching the ground, not once. I distinctly remember someone upside down, as if he was walking on his head, he must have died, he must have! It was truly magical, people were roaming around in varying states of delirium. My Uncle Chris later told me he could hear the rumpus at his home, near The Mount!

We went home that night in a mixed state of joy and shock, it had been a truly unforgettable cup tie, a day when York's heroes and legends ghosted the terracing and stands of Bootham Crescent.
Sam 'Sniffer' Smith

7 WORLD CUP '94
7.1 ODDS AND SODS
German coach, Bertie Vogts found a way of keeping his players cool in the heat. He told them to run around a lot more to create some draughts.

Did you hear about the man who won a 5 day holiday to see the Final. His giro was stopped for being unavailable for work.

Late night matches caused problems for the European press. One Danish tabloid, BT, produced 2 versions of its front page for the Brazil / Sweden semi final. They published the wrong one. Brazil won 1-0 but the front page said, "The Swedes beat Brazil blue and yellow. The Swedes made it with their brilliance. We must praise Sweden".

Don't expect the American fashion for crazy grass cutting patterns over here. Arsenal tried it a few years ago by cutting a cannon (a la Gunners nickname) into the grass. The players complained that they got lost in the design.

Did you spot Angus Loughran, aka Statto from BBC2's Fantasy Football, commentating for Eurosport. When not commentating, he made a big profit from the bookmakers by betting on the amount of goals and bookings at the tournament.
The "Best Shirt Worn By A Keeper" award went to Jorge Campos of Mexico with his lurid, fluorescent creation. I won't even attempt to describe the colours. Whatever happened to the good old plain green keeper's jersey?

The "Best Goal Celebration" award goes to Finidi George of Nigeria. After his goal in the 2-0 win over Greece, he ran towards the corner flag, fell to the ground on all fours like a dog and began barking. When his teammates joined him, he impersonated a dog doing what a dog does best. "Its a dance of happiness we do it all the time in Nigeria", he said.

It was good to see the American press devoting large chunks of space to the competition. Maybe, just maybe, this is the start of the "American Dream" as far as soccer, no make that football, is concerned.

With the influx of World Cup stars into English football, why have none of the lower league clubs  taken the plunge and gone for one of the lesser stars of the competition. I'm sure there must be an African, maybe a South Korean even an American who would be worth his place in a Division 2 or 3 side. Come on City, show the way.

Glad the proposed kick in wasn't implemented in America.  Its now used in The Diadora League. Wingers don't go round defenders, they kick the ball at them hoping to win a kick in. The game is slowed down as the free kick specialist comes to take the kick which is invariably hoofed upfield into a crowded penalty area.

Did you notice the average attendance was over 40,000 during the World Cup? England couldn't accommodate a World Cup any more.

7.2 THE SERIOUS-ISH BIT
Better late than never, New Frontiers takes its own look back at The World Cup.
After all the fuss about England not qualifying I think its just as well. Norway and Holland who qualified from our group didn't exactly set the competition alight. Wales might claim that they were unlucky not to qualify considering the progress Rumania made in America. By staying at home, Scotland and Northern Ireland avoided any further embarrassments.

NEW RULES
OFFSIDE In the event of a close decision, the benefit will be given to York City.

INTERFERING WITH PLAY This rule has been clarified. See below.

PENALTIES Paul Barnes will be  allowed to retake any penalty that the keeper saves. The keeper will be deemed to have been interfering with play if he saves the penalty.

IAN BLACKSTONE Will be permitted to play the whole game on a World Cup style injury trolley. The pushers will enable Blackstone to remain onside at all times. A secondary benefit will be that he moves faster than normally.

RED CARDS To avoid a colour clash with Nigel Pepper's shirt, Pepper will not be allowed to receive any red cards.

GRASS Will be cut in lines parallel to the touchlines, rather than across the pitch. This will allow Dean Kiely and Wayne Hall to kick the ball along the lines and so avoid them playing the ball into touch.

0
The Republic Of Ireland's lack of a world class goalscorer again proved to be their downfall. They've unearthed a couple of fine young defensive players in Babb and Kelly, let's hope that they can find a striker to go with them. And who knows, by 1998, they might even have Dean Kiely as their last line of defence. Certainly, Pat Bonner's international career must now be at an end.

It was good to see teams such as Rumania and Bulgaria doing far better than anyone ever expected.

The competition was up for grabs. There was no outstanding team in America. I don't think that we will remember the Brazilian side of 1994 as we do those of 1970 or 1958 /1962.

Roll on France and 1998. I would expect the expansion to 32 teams will create additional excitement. In America, many of the third phase games at the league stage were meaningless. Teams recorded their worst performance in this game as the progress to the knockout stages had already been assured. With 32 teams in France, we can expect 8 groups of 4, the top 2 from each group progressing. It will reduce the meaningless matches and eliminate the lottery whereby some of the 3rd place teams progress and others don't.

7.3 
GREAT HAIRCUTS


The big talking point of The World Cup was all those incredibly bad haircuts. From around the world they came, all to compete in the greatest competition in the world. For the winners, world acclaim, for the losers, 15 minutes of glory. Along the way, it was entertainment all the way, as competitor, after competitor, tried to win the prize for "The Worst Haircut In The World".


Pride of place must go Borislav Mikhailov from Bulgaria, not forgetting his personal hairdresser, Frenchmen Romain Steffan. Last November, he stood no chance. He had no hair. Come June and his was sporting a magnificent crop of hair. He was also £20,000 worse off. I've disqualified him for cheating. Its not all bad news for him. He and Steffan have opened a saloon in Bulgaria, more are to follow.

7.3.1 
The Contenders

Let's not forget our own (well he was during The World Cup) Andy Townsend. So bored was he with all the build up that he dyed his hair that awful straw blond colour. Obviously, he hasn't got Big Ron's fashion sense.

NB This section was full of photos, so apologies if it doesn’t read well.

7.3.2 The Winner?

Answers on a large denomination note please.

7.4 
World Cup 94: Don't Quote Me

"The American midfield is full of great ball handlers". Their press
"He could open cans of beans with his left foot ". Ray Clemence drooling over the left foot of Rumania's Gheorghe Hagi
"It was a cynical foul. But it was a good foul". Liam Brady describing a Gary Kelly foul
"The steam has gone out of the Spanish sails". David Pleat
"They're still in the game, and they're trying to get back into it". Jimmy Hill
"Germany ground out a result with the hard working and ruthless efficiency we have come to expect". Too many too mention
"Brazil overwhelmed the opposition with dazzling individuality and flamboyance". Ditto
"These (South) Koreans are quite nippy". John Motson

"If they start booking players for that, it will be a game for fairies". Ron Atkinson
"The game is really end to end stuff. One minute it is up the Nigerian end, the next, it is up the Argentinean end". John Fashanu, Ron what were you saying?
"He chanced his arm with his left foot". Trevor Brooking
"The Argentinean defender wants shooting". Alan Hansen, 2 days after the murder of Escobar
"We came early to get alcoholized". Jackie Charlton arriving in Orlando, its not known whether they got acclimatised as well
"With all that praying, the Saudi players wouldn't be able to cope with playing in Europe". Don Howe
"Every time there is a tackle, up pops the referee's (a certain Arturo Carter) yellow card". Kevin Keegan on the referee who sent off 3 players before being sent home himself
"When The World Cup draw paired Saudi Arabia with Morocco in New York, it was widely expected that this would be the equivalent of Hartlepool against York, a battle for the wooden spoon to be watched by one man and his dog. But this being New York, a jumbo dog, easy on the relish". The Daily Telegraph
"His beard is getting longer than his hair". Kevin Keegan on Alexi Lalas' goatee beard

8 Zine Scene
When I was in Dublin, I picked up a copy of "Only Fools And Horses", A Bohemian fanzine. There is no date on the fanzine, but I get the impression that it probably dates to late 1993. Whatever, its full of humour, largely at the expense of Shelbourne and Shamrock Rovers, some of it went over my head, but I expect any Bohs fan will have enjoyed it. Incidentally, I didn't see any fanzines on sale at the Shelbourne game and "When Saturday Comes" doesn't list any, although I know that several Shelbourne fanzines have existed in the past.

When I got back to England, 2 new fanzines were waiting for me. "The Dale Blues" is the latest Rochdale fanzine. Now that City are firmly (still, I hope) established in Division 2,  some of the text concerning the Rochdale players passed me by. They seem to think that Shaun Reid is God and questioned how City could ever have given him a free transfer. The editor apologies for any shortcomings in the first issue (including the poor print quality) but expects to do better next time round. It makes me cringe when I look back at the first issue of New Frontiers. Likewise, I think the editor of "The Dale Blues", may in time, have certain misgivings about his first issue. However, if "The Dale Blues" builds on its strengths then I will look forward to seeing future issues.

"C'mon Ref!" has recently been launched and will cover all aspects of soccer, both professional and amateur. I think that it is being aimed at the 14- 18 age group but may well end up appealing to a much wider audience, including the "Viz" market. Available fortnightly from many newsagents for 95p, its 52 pages are packed with a wide variety of articles.

A fanzine that many of you might have got is "United Colours Of Football", published by The Football Supporters Association and available at many grounds its part of their contribution to the "Let's Kick Racism Out Of Football" campaign. Its mix of serious and humorous articles make a compelling read. It notes how every professional club in England, except City, has joined the campaign but asks whether all the clubs have done any more than just join the campaign. I particularly enjoyed the articles charting the progress of coloured players in the British game.

Bradford City's "City Gent" has a 4 page feature of City and the aftermath of the game between our 2 clubs at Valley Parade a year ago. Its meant to be a humorous feature, however, a year later, the humour is very flat.

Recommended (50p unless stated, add 30p for postage):
ONLY FOOLS AND HORSES (Bohemian) PO Box 2932, Phibsborough, Dublin 
THE DALE BLUES (Rochdale, £1) 10 Hollow Field, Norden, Rochdale, OL11 5NY 

C'MON REF! (General, 95p) MAI Comics, Revenue Chambers, St Peter's Court, Huddersfield, HD1 1EL

UNITED COLOURS OF FOOTBALL (Anti - Racist, free) PO Box 11, Liverpool, L26 1XP

CITY GENT (Bradford C, £1) 46 Ainsty Rd, Wetherby, LS22 7QS

9 
READER SURVEY RESULTS

In Issue 8 in March, we conducted a survey. The summer was spent collating the results, here they are. If you didn't have a say, it is still not too late, write and let us know your views. 

1) There should be more/about the same/less issues per season.

2) There should be more/about the same/less pages per issue.

3) There should be more/about the same/less photographs.

4) There should be more/about the same/less humour.
48% of the replies said that they wanted New Frontiers to appear more often, 3% less often. The rest were happy with the current frequency. Having said that, I was slightly surprised that only 22% wanted to see more pages per issue. 3% wanted less, the rest were happy. An overwhelming 71% wanted more photos. No one asked for less, one or two wanted an improvement in their quality. A fairly even split between more and about the same amount of humour. Just a few dissenters wanted less humour.

5) There should be more / about the same/less articles about City from the past, like the scrap book and "Look Back" type pages.
49% wanted more, 48% were happy and 3% wanted less.

6) There should be more/about the same/less non soccer articles.  Should the music page be brought back.
No one wanted more non soccer related articles, 37% wanted less, the rest were happy with the current balance. 60% wanted the music page restored.

7) There should be more/about the same/less longer articles.
Most people (57%) were happy with the current format, 18% wanted more longer articles, 25% wanted less longer articles.

8) There should be more/about the same/less City player profiles.
74% wanted more profiles, no one wanted less. If anyone would like to interview some of the players, or provide profiles, please get in touch. See the address at the front.

9) There should be more/about the same/less City statistics.
46% were happy with the current state of affairs, the others were evenly split between more and less.

10) There should be more/about the same/less City match reports.

11) There should be more/about the same/less City reserves.
54% wanted more reports, 18% wanted less. It has always been a stated policy not to include match reports, largely due to them being dated by the time New Frontiers hits the street. We shall have to think again after your responses. Likewise, 73% wanted more information about the reserves. As with the above, I feel that The Yorkshire Evening Press excellent coverage and in a more timely fashion than New Frontiers could provide. But, hopefully, New Frontiers will do better this season.

12) Do you like the poetry page.
53% said "yes", 47% said "no". However, it was the people who said "no" that put "drop the poetry" down as answer to question 15, rather than the "yes" people who didn't mention poetry in their answers to question about the "best article".

13/14) What have been the best and worst articles(s) in New Frontiers.
The features that scored were the "Look Back" and Scrap Book pages together with the "Zine Scene" and articles from other fanzines which related to City. One person mentioned Bradford City's "City Gent" feature on City / Paul Barnes as being one of the best articles, another reply put the same article into the "Worst Articles" category. The music and poetry pages came in for most criticism. Someone said "Issue 1" and someone else admitted the article that he himself had submitted had been the worst.

15) How could New Frontiers be improved.
Many opinions here. More photos (of an improved quality) was a common theme. Other common themes were more humour, away game reports and City history. Even then, someone said less City history. Someone else wanted more controversy. A few suggested a new title. Ideas on a postcard please, a prize for the best idea.

16) Would you pay £1 for a copy of New Frontiers.
The good news is that an overwhelming 87% said "yes" they would pay £1, albeit, one or two with slight qualifications. The bad news is that you won't have to this season.

17) Favourite City player.
In first place, with 53% of the vote was Jon McCarthy. Paul Barnes was the next most popular with 29%, Tony Canham a distant third. The all time favourite player award went to Keith Walwyn with 32%. No one else registered more than 15%, Marco Gabbiadini, John Byrne, Tony Canham and Paul Aimson all came close though. Paul Barnes, Barry Lyons, Chris Topping, Graeme Crawford and Phil Burrows all had their supporters. Gus Alexander and Roy Kay each had one solitary supporter.

18) How many issues of New Frontiers have you bought.

Every who replied said that had bought most or all issues. Special thanks to the person who had bought 10 issues.

10 Update
What are your views on the "Let's Kick Racism Out Of Football" campaign? Have you signed the petition. Let New Frontiers know of your experiences.

Its highly likely that New Frontiers will be challenged to a game of soccer by another fanzine sooner or later. Leyton and Birmingham being 2 sides who might challenge us. Would you care to put on a pair of soccer boots for us. Write or phone (071 243 1369) if interested.

Good to see the queue snaking out of the club shop and half way across the car park on the first day of the season.

11 Nightmare AT The Crescent (Booby Saxton)

This time, Nightmare At Bootham Crescent takes a look at the Booby Saxton's 15 month City career. Admittedly, he faced an uphill struggle but he didn't help himself by signing the likes of Phil Kitching and Jim Branagan!
11.1 Smith Departs

Some would say that the nightmare had already begun when Booby Saxton arrived at City. Denis Smith had jumped overboard. So had Gary Ford and Steve Senior. Mike Pickering, Andy Leaning, Sean Haslegrave, Dave McAughtrie and Alan Pearce had been released on free transfers. Additionally, Ricky Sbragia had retired through injury. Of the remaining squad, only 2 players had signed contracts for the 1987/8 season when Booby arrived. Other players, whose contracts had expired were waiting to sign new contracts. However, only one more, Keith Walwyn was to leave. He signed for Blackpool for a paltry tribunal fixed £35,000. But, how could anyone possibly replace Keith for £35,000?

Booby set about rebuilding the squad. The new signings were made thick and fast. Scott Endersby, Phil Wilson, Paul Johnson and Phil Kitching included. £20,000 was spent on signing Tony Clegg from Bradford City.

Endersby proved a reasonable signing. The rest weren't. The balding teenager, Phil Kitching struggled, Wilson and Johnson had probably been okay a few seasons previous. The least said about Tony Clegg, the better.

The season kicked off with an away game at Brighton. City lost 1-0. It would be fair to say that some of the players didn't know who their colleagues were. There had been so many summer signings. Gary Himsworth and Phil Kitching, made their Football League debuts that day. The next game saw a 3-5 home defeat by Notts County. A forward line of Tony Canham, Dale Banton and youngsters Marco Gabbiadini and Martin Butler offered hope. The first 5 games saw 5 defeats. The hope was lost as City sunk to the bottom of Division 3.

11.2 Excuses, Excuses

It was evident that City had a long hard struggle in front of them. Booby would greet defeats with his standard excuses. Lack of time to assemble his squad, the amount of injuries and having to play young players who weren't really ready for first team action being the excuses that were repeated time and time again. He could have given his post match interview before the game. The players must have been conditioned into expecting defeat after defeat.

Contrast that with Denis Smith. "It was never a penalty", "we can rectify that problem in training" or "I got the tactics wrong" were his stock excuses, never criticism of his players, or the team.

City were creating chances. The creation of so many chances seemed to be our best hope of salvation. Most fell to Marco Gabbiadini. City gave up on Gabbiadini and accepted Sunderland's £80,000 offer for him in September. He scored on his Sunderland debut and finished the season with over 20 goals as Sunderland were promoted. 2 months after Gabbiadini left, Simon Mills was sold to Port Vale for £35,000. Within 6 months of arriving Booby had sold 2 of his better, if not best, players.

On October 31 1987, City beat Chesterfield 1-0, their first win in 16 league games. By this time, Jim Branagan and Dave Buchanan (he outshone Gary Lineker in Leicester's youth side) had joined City. The nightmare continued. We had to wait until January 1 for our next league victory. We doubled our tally of wins for the season in a memorable week in early March with a 2-1 win at Aldershot. It was our first away win in 38 attempts.

A late season revival of sorts saw us manage a total of 8 wins for the season. The lowest amount in the club's history. However, a win at Brentford on the last day of the season saw City climb off the bottom spot for the first time during the season. The jump up one place was made all the sweeter by the fact that Doncaster Rovers inherited that bottom position.

11.3 Try Again, Booby

Time to rebuild. You might think the nightmare couldn't get any worse. It did.  Purse strings had been loosened in an attempt to gain promotion at the first attempt. City signed Kevan Smith, a Coventry defender whose ambition was to play for City. Admittedly, Chris Marples, Steve Spooner and Derek Fazackerley also signed. We had some hope as the new season approached. The new signings cost a combined figure of about £100,000.

The 1988/9 season got off to a familiar start. One point in 4 games and a Round 1 League Cup exit. Booby had taken City to the foot of Division 4. After a home defeat by Scunthorpe, he offered his resignation saying that he had taken the decision "for the sake of York City". His offer was accepted, with regret, by the board.

Certainly the club appear to have learnt lessons from the Saxton era. It is now commonplace for players to have their contracts renewed at staggered intervals to avoid the possibility of a mass exodus at the end of the season. This summer saw Paul Barnes sign a one year extension to his existing contract which ties him to City until July 1996. Likewise, last winter, both Steve Bushell and Jon McCarthy signed new contracts which run through to July 1996.

11.4 The Legacy

When his successor, John Bird, left City, he was able to argue successfully that the players he left behind formed the basis of John Ward's successful side. I have trouble remembering more than a couple of the players that Booby left behind!

Booby did make a few valuable signings for City. Although never the most popular of players, Ian Helliwell and Darren Bradshaw were signed for small amounts but left City for a combined sum just short of £150,000. Another signing, Andy McMillan has given the club fine service since his debut at Christmas 1987. In addition, Booby had the foresight to include a sell on clause in the transfer deal which took Gabbiadini to Sunderland. When they sold him for around £1,500,000, City's share was over £300,000.

Since leaving City, Booby has worked in a coaching and scouting capacity for various clubs including Newcastle and Manchester City.

12 
Turning Points
How many times during matches on TV do we hear commentators talking about a turning point? Something occurs in the match which changes the complexion of it. It is cited as the reason why one of the teams went on to win the game. This idea can be broadened somewhat so that we have the turning point of a season. A game, perhaps, which is singled out as the one from which the team went on to achieve promotion. An example might be Manchester United scoring twice in injury time to beat Sheffield Wednesday in the 1992/3 season. United won every game in the run in after this.

How about broadening the field further, what about the turning points over a 5 or 10 year period? I started supporting York City in 1984/5 and for the first couple of seasons things went very well with more than respectable 7th and 8th places in the old Division 3. Going into the 1986/7 season, supporters were full of optimism that the goal of promotion could be achieved. After 4 straight home league wins and 4 points from 4 away games, including a victory at Port Vale, there was no reason for the optimism to subside. Sunderland had been beaten in Round 1 of The League Cup and Chelsea were beaten 1-0 in the  first leg of Round 2. The next game is the one which between my friends and I has become known as 'The Mansfield Game'. Funny really, because we were playing Mansfield. It is seen as the game whereby the fortunes of YCFC took the biggest nosedive since Francis Lee was last in an opponent's penalty area. York lost the game 3-1 and from being 2nd in the table, fell alarmingly for the rest of the season, only winning 7 more league matches. Relegation was avoided that season, but at a cost. Few of the players signed contracts for the following season, and when Denis Smith departed for Sunderland during that summer only 2 players were on City's books. Bobby Saxton was brought in to do what was really an impossible task and the rest, as they say, is history.

It is very difficult to say what went wrong, but I firmly believe, that the defeat in 'The Mansfield Game' followed by 3 more 3 goal defeats in succession set the pattern for not only that season (1986/7) but for the following 5 seasons. Success on the field was as rare as a missed tackle from Paul Stancliffe.

It looked for a time as if Division 4 mediocrity could go on forever. Saxton resigned. John Bird came and went and then an unknown called John Ward was brought in, but still the results continued to disappoint. In the summer of '92, John Borthwick, Gary Swann and more crucially, Paul Barnes were signed in an attempt to strengthen the team. Pre season results were encouraging, but the real test would come in the league. It is in the first league game, that I believe the other major turning point in my City supporting career occurred. City were already one up through a Warburton diving header when Shrewsbury broke away after 30 minutes of the match. They were attacking The Shippo End. Surely the whole terrace must have had their hearts in their mouths as the ball broke to Neil Lyne 8 yards out with only Deano to beat. He steadied himself, as the absent City defence left him with enough time to have a picnic, and then placed his shot ... against the post(!). This let off allowed City to record a 2-0 victory with a first goal for Paul Barnes in the 2nd half sealing the victory. It was just the start that was required and from that (turning) point, City launched into what turned out to be a successful promotion campaign. An excellent return to the higher division followed.

If Mr Lyne had placed his shot 6 inches to the right, perhaps with the game at 1-1 City wouldn't have gone on to win it, perhaps they wouldn't have won 8 of the first 9 games, and, perhaps,  promotion wouldn't have been achieved. However, let us hope that 9:08 pm on May 18, 1994 isn't another one of those 'turning points'. I think it would be too easy for City to have a downturn, and produce a mediocre 94/5 season. With a bit of hard work and commitment, this need not be the case. Long may the good times continue!

It is my believe that success and failure in football hinge on these ridiculously small incidents. 4 or 5 seasons football can be influenced by 4 or 5 seconds of action on the field. The play off penalties are perhaps a more obvious example. 
 James Richardson

I remember "The Mansfield Game" well. Just when things were going well we lost. All of a sudden we had an injury crisis, the first in a long while, and we couldn't cope. Things went downhill quickly.

 Over the summer, James has been busily writing away. On the next page, he lists his "Top 10 Matches". If anyone else has any ideas for a Top 10 you know the address. Get writing.

13 James Richardson: My Top 10 Matches
1) CREWE (Wembley 92/3) You've heard it all before.

2) SUNDERLAND (H 86/7) Lost 3-1 on the night but won on away goals courtesy of Keith Walwyn's 120th minute back header. The match was made mildly amusing by the fact that a mate left after normal time as he'd arranged to meet his dad  at 9:15pm. His dad, realising the situation didn't turn up until the end of extra time. "Sods Law", I believe.

3) ARSENAL (H 84/5) Won 1-0. I could have sworn  the City fans thought Charlie Nicholas worked in a bank. Anyway, in the end we were grateful to Steve Williams, and as Motty said on Match Of The Day, "its all down to Lukic, from the Arsenal point of view". Aaaagh.

4) BARNET (A 92/3) Won 5-1. Hot day. Reasonable pub. Superb all round performance. This was actually City's 2nd 5-1 win in 4 matches and Barneys 8th goal in that period. Credit also to the superb running of messrs McCarthy, Canham and (yes) Blackstone. Blackies goal before half time arguably swung the match. A search party is still out looking for the Barnet defence, and their fans for that matter. Try Highbury, for the fans, definitely not the defence.

5) SUNDERLAND (H 87/8) Won 2-1. They won the championship, we were relegated. Marco, Macca, Smithy and Buzzer were all part of the set up. City sent them packing. An excellent Helliwell goal and possibly City's 'goal of the season' from Dale Banton after a superb move down the left (wonder where Paul Johnson was that day!). The riots were also rather interesting. 2 acquaintances at university claim to have started it. I don't believe them.

6) CARDIFF (A 92/3) Drew 3-3. A missed Nigel Pepper penalty, a possible goal not given (no Russian linesman that day) and some sloppy defending left City reeling at 0-3 down at half time. Silencing the 10,000 or so Cardiff fans, City struck back with 3 goals in 8 minutes (51, 54 and 59, if Statto is reading this). The 120 City and the 200 Swansea fans loved it.

7) SCARBOROUGH (A 89/90) Won 3-1. Awful weather. Wonderful score and the only time I've seen City win at Scarborough. The match was made famous by an 'incident' (watch the libel!) between John Bird and Ray McHale, the managers. Also, Clifton Bridge was closed due to a bomb scare coming back. Very bizarre.

8) HALIFAX (H 88/9) Won 5-3. Superb entertainment. There can't be many games in which City scored 3 goals, including Canham and Howlett volleys, from outside the penalty area. Strange how it coincided with the departure of Bobby Saxton a couple of weeks earlier.

9) BRISTOL R (A 93/4) Won 1-0. Ridiculous ground, not quite as good as Pickering Town's ground. Large City contingent urging Steve Cooper to decapitate the referee by hitting him and kicking him on 2 areas of the body which rhyme with bob. A song adapted from 'Take Em On Tony Canham", much to Steve's credit, he didn't oblige.

10) CHESTERFIELD (H 87/8)  Beat the Twistyspireland side 1-0. First win of the season. Not a remarkable feat, apart from the fact that it was October 31. At the end of the season we were relegated and had confirmed what we knew all along. Bobby Saxton really was crap.

14 
Just About Managing
New Scarborough boss, Billy Ayre is proving true to his word. When interviewed for the job, he promised to put bums on seats. So far, local pubs are reporting full houses on Saturday afternoons as more and more people stay away from the McCain Stadium.

"When did we last have 2 wins in a row? I can't remember when we last won". Steve Wicks, ex Scarborough manager
Birmingham City's managing director, Karen Brady was invited along to Villa Park to see a recent game. Having glanced at the programme, she was then introduced to Ron Atkinson. She asked, "Is Dalian your son?".

"The sending off altered the course of the game". Ian Branfoot after 10 man Sheffield United pulled back a 1-3 deficit to draw 3-3 with his Southampton side last season
"The sending off altered the course of the game". Ian Branfoot, a few days later, after 10 man Southampton lost 0-2 at Shrewsbury in the Coca Cola Cup
"If you're in the penalty area and aren't sure what to do with the ball, just stick it in the net, and we'll discuss your options afterwards". Bill Shankly
"He (Simon Charlton) looks a natural in this position (midfield), I didn't realise until after the game that he had never played there before". Ian Branfoot on his new signing
As manager of Eire, Jack Charlton has an unusual problem. So highly is he regarded in the republic, that whenever he writes a cheque, it is framed and hung on the wall. A nice problem to have.

There have been strange going ons in the Northern League recently. 2 spectators were arrested for threatening players with a gun, a keeper built a snowman on his goal line while his team were attacking. Fans at Spennymoor were admitted free of charge after they helped clear frogs off the pitch and another game had to be postponed when fans deliberately flooded the pitch.

"They've been loyal to me. When I came here (Bramall Lane) the directors said there would be no money and they've kept their promise". Dave Bassett
Partick manager, John Lambie has banned his players from keeping dogs as pets. The reason? They can't hold onto a lead.

"We got what we deserved. We didn't deserve anything". Brian Horton
"Ossie, why do some of our referees come from the midlands and the north. Could we not hire them locally and save on their expenses". Claude Littner, appointed managing director at Spurs by Alan Sugar, trying to cut costs
15 
Right Now, Write Back
Dear Chris and New Frontiers,

Thanks for your letter. I'm not surprised that people in York still go to great lengths to ensure the name of Keith Walwyn is remembered. I mean, a band called "Walwyn" has a distinct poetic ring to it!

I was, and still very much am, a big York City fan, but my days of standing on the 'Shippo End' ended when I moved to Cheshire in 1987. In fact, since then, I have only been back a handful of times. Although I now go regularly to Maine Road and Moss Lane (Altrincham), my heart is still at Bootham Crescent. Last October, when I enrolled at Trinity & All Saints College in Leeds, I vowed to go back. Not once did I go, I'm ashamed and disgraced. May the Gods of the Pop Stand strike me down.

Thanks for the fanzine, I didn't know it existed. But now I've seen the light, I'm definitely going to be a patron. And was there ever a more mellifluous name for a York City fanzine New Frontiers, nice one, we'll go up this year despite the start of the season.

I was upset to hear about Bryan Foster. He used to come into my Dad's shop on Bishopthorpe Road and have a chat. He was a nice bloke and so enthusiastic about City.

Enclosed are a couple of articles. I'm afraid that they are  personal retrospectives. The only person who keeps me in touch with York City is my auntie's boyfriend, who just happens to be Glenn Naylor's uncle, what contacts I have!

Yours faithfully,

Sam Smith

FULL NAME: Sam Thomas Newstead Smith

NICKNAME: Sniffer

BORN: 26th April 1975

HEIGHT: 6 foot

WEIGHT: 12 stone 2 lbs

FAVE PLAYERS: Keith Walwyn, Naill Quinn, Glenn Hoddle, 'Cry Baby' Bebeto

FAVE OTHER TEAMS: Manchester City, Altrincham, Hartlepool, Waterlooville 

FIRST MATCH: City v Lincoln (League Cup, August 1982, 2-1)

MOST MEMORABLE MATCH: City v Arsenal (FA Cup) 

FAVE AWAY GROUND: Griffin Park (don't ask why)

FAVE NEWSPAPER: Daily Express

FAVE ACTOR: Joe Pesci, Jurgen Klinsmann

FAVE ACTRESS: Shelley Webb

FAVE TV SHOW: Weather with 'Big' Bill Giles

FAVE HOLIDAY RESORT: Robin Hoods Bay

HOBBIES: Motor racing, chatting up daughters of aristocracy!

SUPERSITIONS: Degrading satanic rituals on dairy animals

FAVE SINGERS: Morrissey, Mark E Smith, Sonya, Echobelly

PERSONAL / FOOTBALLING AMBITION: To rob a bank /

To see City do a Watford or Wimbledon, but with dignity and grace, if that's possible. And Manchester City to win something, anything.

16 
BENCHMARKS
Do you ever wonder what is said on the bench during a match. We secretly recorded the musings of City's bench during a recent defeat game.

JEFF MILLER: 2 down, nocturnal burrowing mammal with protruding nasal implement, 8 letters.

ALAN LITTLE (for it is he): Jonathon is performing such marvellous football trickery this fine afternoon, wouldn't you say?

STAN (for he is injured, again): He most certainly is, such a thrilling array of breathtaking, even poetic, wizardry. COME ON BLACKIE, ER TOMMY, YER LAZY ....

TONY BARRATT: Boss! Tommy is injured again, shall I warm up? ay boss? What d'you say? Hmm? 

AL: He's ok Anthony, I think we can patch him up again. Do you know, sitting here brings back memories of when we were at Hartlepool together.

TB: Yeah, I never used to get a game there either.

AL: No, I mean we're losing again.

AL: Oh, oh, there's a bit of trouble here. GO ON GINNER, CLEAR IT UPFIELD!

ANDY WARRINGTON: My ball!

... Time passes ...

STAN: Barney's been put clean through.

AL: He's only got the goalie to beat!

TB: He's rounded the keeper!

AW: He's going to score!

AL: Quick, remember Brighton, get Peps off the pitch.

JM: AARDVARK !!!


Garry Beckett with a little help

Can I thank Garry for putting together this page, and for many of the new improved graphics that adorn New Frontiers this season. Apologies are also due to Garry if he feels my little bit of help with "Benchmarks" has detracted from his original idea.
Chris Forth
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