Thanks to New Frontiers, City’s 2003/4 season was played out in all its gory (yes, that’s a real word) via Teletext.  Here’s how it went.

You may have seen the New Frontiers fanzine page on ITV teletext (page 484) every Wednesday. And if you have, apologies if it doesn’t always make sense, but it’s not easy trying to develop a theme which must fit into three equally sized paragraphs and under eighty words.

Due to a change in editorial policy this season, the page now gets a nationwide broadcast every Wednesday, but best of all, I receive a small fee for it, which I have donated to City’s Youth Development Fund. Not much I know, but I hope it helps somewhere.
Only this summer (2003), the Fund provided around 50% of the cost of new kit for all the club’s Centre of Excellence teams.
May 12 2004

It’s a frightening thought, but we’re now just one division above Harrogate Town.  Its imperative we bounce straight back.

Harsh decisions are being made with respect to new contracts.  We’re in danger of having a very young squad next season.  With the cull of Fox and Wood and Wise’s position, I only hope the new crop of juniors prove better.

Its the experience, not the juniors, that arrive this summer who will be our future.

May 5

The Conference play offs show there’s a way back for us, but also how difficult it’ll be.  It was full of ex league sides with proven goalscorers.

Whilst there’s always loads of out of contract players available, the best are snapped up before July, some already.  Whilst there’s a case for cost saving by not signing them until July, it can backfire.

Swansea on Saturday, all I ask is a win to lift us of bottom spot.

Apr 28

After the off pitch drama of recent years, we reached our lowest low at Doncaster.  The performance suggested Chris Brass will have to demolish, rather than re-build, the squad.  I’m not sure how many will be with us next season.  A strike force that scores regularly is a must for any side that wants promotion.

We’ve lost our league status, let’s hope the players go out with pride in the last 2 games.

Apr 21

I’ve never been of the relegation can be good / chance to re-group school of thought.  All it does is pull a club deeper into the mire of mediocrity.

We’ve never bounced straight back from relegation and to bounce back from the Nationwide would take a Championship, which we done just once in 75 years, or a play off lottery.

With 3 games to go, we need wins now, preferably starting at Doncaster, and preferably 3.

Apr 14

Nothing’s ever won or lost at Easter, but a goal, a point and the improved performance against Bury were both very welcome.  The amount of changes we’ve made recently will have Brassy nicknamed “Tinkerman 2”.

With 5 games to go, we’ve got work to do and wins to secure.  Let’s hope we can build on Bury at the weekend.

Apr 7

Missed

March 31

Unlike us, Macclesfield have been rubbish all season, which in my book makes us favourites for Sunday. Having been brought up on Jon Parkin own goals this season, my son is hoping for a repeat performance, some might even say he’s our most likely scorer this weekend.

But with over a month to go to the end of the season, whilst 3 points would be most welcome, we’re not yet at the "must win" stage. 

Mar 24

One blank weekend and suddenly we’re only a week from safety.  We’ve got several of the bottom teams to play so we can do it with something to spare.  We need to show the same effort and commitment we showed against Yeovil.

We need the Offiong / Bell partnership to blossom and Chris Porter and his defence to be strong.

We proved we were a good side at the start of the season, we can do it again.

Mar 17

More effort and better shape against Torquay, but still times when they had unmarked players in central positions on the edge of the box. Offiong showed himself capable of beating a man, he should offload quicker which may be difficult if you don't know where your team-mate is going to be. Should improve.

Feel better about our prospects then after black Tuesday but still a long way from safety. 3 points would be welcome against Yeovil.

Mar 10

So much for the calls for Chris Brass to manage from the touch line. Get back on the pitch, we’re missing you. With bans, crooks and departures, its looking gloomy at the moment. We’ve come through worse and we’ll come good again.

Andy Bell’s off the mark, the first of many I hope. If he shows the rest of the gang how to do it again on Saturday he’s on his way to being hero looking for a proper contract.

Mar 3

Tonight, with our unbeaten run now extending to 11 long days, we go to Oxford full of confidence with 2 new signings eager to prove their worth.

If Andy Bell makes the same impression as Darren Dunning he’ll do for me.  Let’s hope the goals flow.  As the season draws towards its end, the players and the club both have their futures to play for.  A couple of wins this week would make all the difference.

Feb 25

One advantage of being a community club is we get to use the pitch.  The various games lined up over the next few months might throw up a star of tomorrow.  With our poor run and lack of funds we need a few.

Not many years ago we beat Scunny 5-1 in February with a Paul Barnes hat trick.  He came into the player’s lounge afterwards, laden with matchballs, we’d lost several during the game, and spent his time explaining which ball he’d scored which goal with. Happy days.

Feb 18

Just when things are starting to come together off the pitch, 2 home defeats don’t make good reading.  We’ll be twisting our necks trying to look at both the top and bottom of the table.

Even Saturday’s trip to Boston is fraught with difficulties.  What should have been an easy 3 points against Thommo’s boys won’t be so easy now he’s no longer in charge.

Feb 11

With results continuing to go against us, it’ll take a few quick wins to get us back into the play off zone.  Our ongoing lack of goals doesn’t help.  Chris Brass whatever happened to the rumoured Premiership loan signing?

With last week’s welcome news about our future, then the least the players can do is to turn on the style “a la Oldham” on Sunday.  3 points here we come.

Feb 4

With our recent run, we’re slipping away from the play off zone, nothing less than a win is required at Hull.

If my son’s blow football is any guide, we’re a nailed on certainty. However, even I don’t think we’ll win 92-1. At our current scoring rate, we’ll still be playing in 2 years time to score so many. I’d settle for 2-1.

More of the Southend performance and more of Lev Yalcin should do it.

Jan 28

Twice again our finishing let us down.  We’re making the chances but can’t put them away. Anyone know a decent striker going cheap?

Despite Craig’s cut price ground offer for the ground, we’re still talking millions and are just 4 months away from being homeless.  I’m sure everyone is working hard to sort out our future.

As ever, we need a win on Saturday to stay in touch with the play offs.  Anyone for a hat trick?

Jan 21

It will be good to complete the double over Huddersfield on Sunday and maintain our close interest in the play off race.

Let’s hope Lee Bullock is still with us and can get on the score sheet again.

It’s a two edged sword when players leave for a bigger club.  But with Lev Yalcin and Justin Walker fighting it out to be our next big thing, then it could be to our advantage.

Jan 14

Any successful team needs goals from all positions and players who come off the bench and make an immediate impact. The Carlisle win had both of these.

Let's hope we're building up a head of steam for the final run in. All we need now is an out and out goal scorer.

Northampton's early season reputation has taken several tumbles. With their big cup game coming up, let's hope our hot streak continues on Saturday.

Jan 7 2004

Let’s not talk Carlisle up.  They’re 24th for a reason and are perennial strugglers.  If we’re serious about the play offs then it should be a home banker.

Hopefully with a fit and rested squad, we’ll put on good show and close the gap on the play off teams.  As ever, it just takes a couple of wins to make the play offs seem so close.  Recent wins over Kiddy and Rochdale prove that.

Dec 31 2003

For our recent efforts we deserved our 2 Xmas week victories. The same points as we’d managed from 6 draws. Pity with no weekend game, we’ve to wait before we can reach for the play offs.

The trials and tribulations at Port Vale show how hard it is for a Supporters Trust to succeed, so a big well done to ours for all their efforts and successes to date.

Keep up the good work on and off the pitch. Happy New Year.

Dec 24 

No issue

Dec 17

2 dropped points on Saturday.  At least Shaw and Browne get 3 more months to score a goal.  Hopefully once they score one, the net will bulge regularly.

With 2 home games, there’s a real opportunity for the team to give the fans a couple of extra special presents. On Boxing Day, we should dress Lee Nogan up as Santa and Ovendale as Scrooge. Hull can provide the fairy and the puddings.

Dec 10

At least we didn’t lose ground on the leaders on Saturday.  Brassy’s post match “we didn’t play that badly” comments brought back memories of the Dolan / Thommo eras.

Its worrying that we’re not putting our mark on games.   Maybe we’re missing the experienced Mitch Ward more than we think.

Injuries permitting, perhaps we should to give a couple of youngsters a chance.  Generally they haven’t let is down when they’ve come in.  Brassy take note.

Dec 3

Some things never change.  Another draw, crowd slips below break even again and none of our strikers set the team ablaze.

Put them together, a vicious circle.  Whilst we don’t draw the crowds, we probably can’t afford a decent striker so we won’t win.  And its wins that win promotion not draws.

Oh well, hope springs eternal and with a big following at Darlo on Saturday. 3 points would make the world seem right again.

Nov 26

Not a good start at Orient.  Made to feel like a petty criminal by proffering a £50 note, the only one big enough to buy 2 tickets, 2 down and no hot drinks at half time.

We’d looked like scoring and did so after the break, when we looked more likely to win.

Jon Shaw was lively when he came on. I‘d start him on Saturday, when, if we don’t give away a 2 goal start we can expect 3 points.

Nov 19

Just like the rugby on Sunday, we beat Doncaster without the scintillating performance we hoped for.  We did the job and took all 3 points.

The introduction of 2 new strikers with something to prove adds to our options up front.  They both come with a pedigree and a month to prove their worth.

None of our strikers have proved to be prolific, so there’s a regular place up for grabs if one of them fits the bill.

Nov 12

Following our early cup exit, its now a long slog to the season’s end.  Although well placed for a play off place (or even better), we need a couple of wins to keep us firmly on track.

A win against old rivals Doncaster on Saturday would be a good start. If only we had a prolific scorer to back up out good general play. I wonder if Paul Barnes fancies a move back to us before the weekend.

Nov 5

Cup success is a double edged sword.  Does it mean an improvement or dip in league form? In recent years, in City’s case its usually meant a dip.

With early exits from 2 cups, a cup run would be a timely boost for everyone, players, supporters and accountant alike.   Barnsley won’t be easy, but are beatable.  The money from a cup run might mean Brassy can bring the quality and guile in that he spoke about earlier in the week.

Oct 29

After the Oxford crackerjack, the Scunthorpe draw extended our unbeaten run but its wins we need to get back into a play off spot.

In recent weeks our loan signings have disappointed.  Brassy needs the Dolan knack of picking up the next Procter. Otherwise, let’s give our own youngsters a chance.

Let’s put a rocket up Cheltenham on Saturday and take 3 points with a sparkler of a performance.

Oct 22

The weekend double header brought good / mixed / disappointing results.

However, the trip to Scunny gives us a possible glimpse into the future if we’re forced to leave Bootham Crescent at the end of the season.

A modern, all covered stadium. 4 sided, all seater stadium with enough capacity for more than just today.  That what we and the council should be looking to achieve. Something for the City of York to be proud of.

Oct 15

With the bright lights of the LDV behind us for the season, it’ll be good to see so many old faces on Saturday.  For once, none of them seem to have bettered themselves at Boston.

It’s the start of a home double header.  Maximum points will do very nicely as we push to maintain a position in the promotion race.  With Jon Parkin back in the side, here’s hoping there is a bit more action upfront.

Oct 8

Graeme Crawford, Roger Jones, Dean Kiely and now Mark Ovendale.  We didn’t knock City when the first 3 won man of the match awards, we praised the defence.  Another win and clean sheet last Saturday can’t be bad.

I for one will be happy with the same again on Saturday.  It won’t be easy, but we proved we can soak up the pressure, keep our composure and take the points.  Same again at Mansfield please. 

Oct 1

I expected more than a point from our last 2 away games.  We need more from our strikers, Brassy must think so too with the signing of Dean Crowe.

The table tells its own story.  A defence comparable to most teams around us, we’re let down by a lack of goals.

It also says we’re still in the top half.  Saturday’s game is a great chance to get back into the play off zone.

Sept 24

The most pleasing thing about Saturday’s win was our attendance remaining constant and well above break even despite our recent run.

On the pitch, we showed a bit more enterprise than recently.  Captain Lee Bullock lead the way.  He’s got the footballing brain to be our Paul Scholes and give us a regular supply of goals from midfield.

If we show the same commitment on Saturday we’ll make light work of the Macc lads.

Sept 17

At least we didn’t lose again last night.  The last 4 games have shown that we’ve got a bit more work to do.  But we’re still right up there.

I haven’t seen any real good sides in our division yet.  Once again, its probably going to come down to fitness and confidence.

With one or 2 decent summer signings, Bristol Rovers might prove a handful on Saturday, but nothing we can’t handle.

Sept 10

2 defeats and we’re still right up there.  Perhaps, our fine start was disrupted by suspensions and injuries.  If so, at the current rate of dismissals, then we might struggle.

Whilst top spot after 4 games was better than anyone expected, we’re still a better side, with better players, than last season.  Saturday’s game at Yeovil is an ideal place for the players to prove it.

Sept 3

Farewell Scott Jones, a talented payer who never seemed able to reproduce the excellent form he produced when he first arrived on loan.

Probably the biggest challenging facing Chris Brass is to get his players to constantly show the excellent form they showed in our first 4 games.

At our best we’re easily capable of beating Rochdale on Saturday, I’m sure with another 4 in a row, Brass would be September’s manager of the month.

Aug 28

Lincoln on Saturday, another club who’ve come back from the abyss, last season reaching the play offs.  A shining example for City to emulate.

I hope another shining example, Chris Brass, is enjoying his week off, at least he didn’t use the regular Wegner “I didn’t see it” to plead his innocence.

I’m just about old enough to remember our 5-4 win at Lincoln many years ago, let’s have 5 more (without reply) on Saturday.

Aug 21

Last season, many times it was a struggle to nominate a man of the match, but you were spoilt for choice against Northampton.  Long may it continue.

Chris Brass is making management look like a doddle.  You can’t argue about the start he’s made, results or performance wise.

Having beaten one supposed top team, here’s hoping another, Huddersfield, go the same way on Saturday.

Aug 14

Our win at Carlisle proved us to be better than the no hopers the bookies had forecast.  Even better was the solid display.  The harsh realities of survival and consolidation mean 3 points in the bag are more important than a possible cup run had we won at Rotherham.

Northampton will be a test for both teams.  Another City win and we’re flying, if Northampton lose again, then they’re really struggling.

Aug 6

After recent years, its good to start with everyone pulling together. Its maybe not our strongest squad, but we’ve nothing to lose and everything to gain. Perhaps an opportunity for a young squad player to make a name for himself. 

We weren’t far short last season, only a small improvement is needed. Our biggest battle will be with the council as we finalise our ground. Hopefully a ground with which the council will be proud to be associated.
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